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no pleasure in the delights of royalty. And then, having
taken counsel with his ministers, he caused a fair tank to be
made according to a design of his own, and gave to all living
creatures security from injury. In a short time he perceived
that those two swans had settled in that lake, and when they
had become tame he asked them the reason of their golden
plumage. And then those swans addressed the king with an
articulate voice: " In a former birth, O king, we were born
as crows; and when we were fighting for the remains of the
daily offeringx in a holy empty temple of Siva we fell down
and died within a sacred vessel belonging to that sanctuary,
and consequently we have been born as golden swans with a
remembrance of our former birth." Having heard this, the
king gazed on them to his heart's content, and derived great
pleasure from watching them.

IB. The Founding of the City of Pataliputm

" Therefore you will gain back your father and uncles by
an unparalleled gift." When Yajnadatta had given him this
advice, Putraka did as he recommended; when they heard
the tidings of the distribution, those Brahmans arrived;
and when they were recognised they had great wealth be-
stowed on them, and were reunited to their wives. Strange
to say, even after they have gone through calamities, wicked
men, having their minds blinded by want of discernment,
are unable to put off their evil nature* After a time they
hankered after royal power, and being desirous of murdering
Putraka, they enticed him under pretext of a pilgrimage to
the temple of Durga; and having stationed assassins in the
inner sanctuary of the temple, they said to him: " First go
and visit the goddess alone. Step inside." Thereupon he
entered boldly, but when he saw those assassins preparing
to slay him he asked them why they wished to kill him.
They replied: " We were hired for gold to do it by your father
and uncles." Then the discreet Putraka said to the assassins,

1 I.e. halif a portion of the daily meal offered to creatures of every de-
scription, especially the household spirits. Practically the lali generally falls
to some crow, hence that bird is called balibkuj.